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Actions to influence the future of the
Presbyterian Church begin to emerge

Ordination standards, authoritative interpretation, abortion, the Trinity, peace, unity, and purity, and Middle East
divestment policy are already beginning to appear as subjects for the General Assembly’s attention. The GA will
meet in Birmingham, AL from June 15-22, 2006.

Ordination standards

The mainline denominations have
been dealing with sexual standardsfor
ordination for many years. In spite of
clear teaching in Scripture and in our
confessions on sexual relationships and
the meaning of marriage, and in spite of
the convictions of most Presbyterians—
whose views have been registered in
presbytery votes as well asin Research
Services surveys-the push to change the
standards continues.

As of thiswriting, eight presbyteries
have adopted what More Light Presbyte-
rians (an advocacy group for homosexual
ordination) call the” Reforming - Ordina-
tion” overture: Heartland, Cascades,
Western Reserve, Detroit, Des Moines,
TwinCities, GeneseeValley and Mid-
Kentucky.

The overtures, if adopted, will ask the
presbyteries to vote again on removing
“fidelity and chastity” as requirementsfor
ordination. It would be the fourth round
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Baby in his mother’ swomb at eight weeks of devel opment

Lutherans defeat effort to
change ordination standards

Delegates to the assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Churchin
American(ELCA), themainline
L utheran denomination, defeated a
proposal that would have allowed
ordination of personsin homosexual
relationships.

The vote, taken on August 12,
failed to get amagjority of votes. The
change would have required atwo-

thirds affirmation of the body.

The body also rejected an attempt
to move the denomination toward
approval of ceremoniesto bless same-
sex relationships.

The ELCA decisionswerein
response to proposals from a denomi-
national task force that had met for
three years.
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Statement of Purpose

Presbyterians Pro-Life seeksto bea
prophetic witness to the Presbyterian
Church (USA), upholding the sacred value
of human life and the family. We believe
the Scriptures teach that God, who made
usin His own image, has forbidden usto
shed innocent blood.

Therefore, Presbyterians Pro-Lifeis
committed to protecting theright to life of
every human being from the moment of
conception to the moment of natural
death. In decisionsabout life-and death,
the sanctity of life of both'mother and
child must be respected, and every effort
to preserve their lives should be'made.
This leads us to:stand against abortion,
infanticide, euthanasia, and any other
practice which would devalue human life.

Presbyterians Pro-Lifeis convinced
that areturnto the Biblical teaching
concerning the sacred value of the family
is essential to recovering respect for the
sacred value of individual human lives.
God has ordained the family, the basic
socia unit of al human institutions, to
propagate, protect and nurture human life.

Presbyterians Pro-Life is committed to
strengthening the bonds of family love and

nurture, and to protecting innocent life.

Presbyterians Pro-Life (PPL) is composed
of lay and clergy members of the Presbyterian
Church (USA).

Presbyterians Pro-Life News is published
periodically by Presbyterians Pro-Life,
Research, Education and Care, Inc.

Donald A. Elliott, President; Mrs. Marie
Bowen, Editor and Executive Director.
PPL islocated at 3942 Middle Rd.,
Allison Park, PA 15101.

Phone: 412-487-1990; Fax: 412-487-1994.
E-mail: PPL @ppl.org.

PPL grants permission to copy any of its
materials, with attribution. Please submit a
copy of the publication in which it appearsto
the Pennsylvania address.

Subscriptions to Presbyterians Pro-Life
News are free. Churches and groups of Pres-
byterians may order copies of the newsletter
in quantity without charge. The publication is
also available, by request, on audiotape for
those who are visually-impaired.

PPL is supported solely by the gifts of
those who agree with its purposes. PPL isa
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organi zation of mem-
bers of the PC(USA). A financial statement is
available from PPL upon written request.

What the Presbyterian Church has said
about abortion

“The unborn, though enclosed in the womb of his mother, is already a human
being, and it is an almost monstrous crimeto rob it of life which it has not yet begun
to enjoy.”

« John Calvin, Commentary on Exodus21:22, 16th century

“This Assembly regards the destruction by parents of their own offspring,
before birth, with abhorrence, as a crime against God and against nature; and as the
frequency of such murders can no longer be concealed, we hereby warn those that
are guilty of this crime that, except they repent, they cannot inherit eternal life. We
also exhort those who have been called to preach the gospel...that they be no longer
silent, or tolerant of these things, but that they endeavor by all proper means to stay
the floods of impurity and cruelty.”

* Presbyterian General Assembly, 1869

“Thefetusisahuman lifeto be protected by the criminal law from the moment
when the ovum isfertilized....As Christians, we believe that this should not be an
individual decision on the part of the physician and couple. Their decision should
be limited and restrained by the larger society.”

« Presbyterian General Assembly, 1962 and 1965

“Problem pregnancies are the result of, and influenced by, so many complicated
and insolvabl e circumstances that we have neither the wisdom nor the authority to
address or decide each situation. Christians seek the guidance of Scripturein the
midst of relationships and circumstances of awesome proportions that affect their
interpretation and decision making.”

« Presbyterian Church (USA) General Assembly, 1992

Call PPL at 412-487-1990
Visit our web site at www.ppl.org

Unplanned pregnancy?
Churches want to help!

If you arefacing an unplanned pregnancy and need hdp

» Thereareseveral thousand pregnancy car e centers
located in most communitiesin theUnited States.

* Most pregnancy care centersoffer their servicesfree of
charge. They want thevery best outcomefor you and
your baby, and they want tohelp.

» PPL can help you locatea pregnancy carecenter near you.

» Wealso havealist of Presbyterian churcheswhose
member swant towalk alongsideyou inyour pregnancy.

And if you havehad an abortion and need theministry of
thechur ch, contact us. Wewant to help you.

Contact usfor confidential help at
412-487-19900r ppl@ppl.org

Presbyterians Pro-Life
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The G.A. and the future of the PC(USA)

of voting on this matter since 1996. Each
vote has upheld our standards by a
greater margin.

The overtures this year would
diminatethe current authoritativeinterpre-
tation (Al) of the constitution. That can be
donewith amagjority vote of the GA done.
No vote of presbyteriesis required.

The authoritative interpretation (Al)
says, “Unrepentant homosexual practice
does not accord with the requirements for
ordination set forth in Form of Govern-
ment” (inthe Book of Order). The Al,
adopted and reaffirmed by General
Assemblies, givesexplicit interpretation
to the “fidelity” and “chastity” language
of the Book of Order (BOO).

Removal of the Al will be understood
by some in the church to clear the way for
areinterpretation of the BOO standard to
permit ordination of thosein homosexual
relationships.

Analter nativeoverture
Another overtureis being circulated
that offers churches and presbyteries an
aternativetothe“Reforming - Ordina
tion” overture. It reaffirms our constitu-
tional definition of marriage and says,
Therefore, no sexual union outside
the bonds of marriage, such asin
domestic partnerships or same-sex
unions, iswithin the will of God or
approved by this body.
Readers can find this overture on

www. presbycoalition.org along with other
helpful overtures.

Abortion

Funding

As of August, one overture on
abortionison itsway to GA. Itisan
overture calling the GA officesto stop
funding The Religious Coalitionfor
ReproductiveChoice(RCRC). TheRCRC
isalobby of religious organizations that
advocates for abortion as a good moral
choice. The overture is based on the
premise that Presbyterians should not be
forced to support abortion with their
tithes and offerings to the church.

PPL has several overture sugges-
tions for sessions to consider that are
timely. We have two that address the use
of tithes and offerings for abortion.

Support for womenand babies
PPL alsois supporting use of an

overture to encourage churches to
explore waysto be of support to women
and babiesin difficult pregnancies.
Aspects of the current GA abortion
policy address the high numbers of
abortions in our country and urge
churches to find ways to reduce the
numbers. No practical suggestions are
offered by the policy. An overture that
seeks specifics would help put teeth in
the policy recommendations. The church
ought to be able to do much moreto help.

LateTerm Pregnancy

A number of churches are consider-
ing an overture on late term abortion. The
PC(USA) isinamuddie on whether
babies who can live outside the womb are
worthy of the church’smoral voice of
protection. The overtures are asking for a
clear moral statement of opposition to late
term abortions.

Baptism asasign of grace

Presbyterian theology istied to the
humanity of the unborn. Our particular
view of baptism rests on the belief that we
do nothing to effect our salvation, and
the children of believersareasmuch a
part of the covenant as their believing
parents because of God's grace to us.
John Calvin said in one of histracts: “ God
pronounces that he adopts our infants as
his children, beforethey areborn.” PPL is
suggesting that those words ought to be
apart of our Book of Order’s teaching on
baptism.

The PPL website has overtures for
churches to consider sending to GA. PPL
has resources to support the overtures
and to help churches through the
overture process.

The Trinity

Following several years of study, a
task force of the Office of Theology and
Worship will be bringing areport to GA
on the Trinity. Thereport isfound at
www.pcusa.org/theol ogyandwaorship/
issueg/trinityfull.pdf. The office has been
soliciting evaluation of the paper prior to
their presentation at GA.

Peace, Unity, and Purity task force
report

The Peace, Unity and Purity (PUP)
task force was created by the GA of 2001.

They were charged to address and help
resolve the disagreements in the denomi-
nation, to “lead the Presbyterian Church
(USA) in spiritual discernment of our
Christian identity in and for the 21
century.” Integral to itswork have been
concernsfor our theology, for biblical
interpretation, and for the issues tearing
at thefabric of our life. Sexual standards
are foremost among those concerns.

Thetask force report wasreleased in
stages. Release of their recommendations
for GA action stirred the greatest reaction.
Intheir initial response, The Presbyterian
Coalition noted how much of the task
force’ swork was done behind closed
doors. They expressed concerns that their
“proposed Authoritative Interpretation
appears to permit what the Constitution
currently prohibits.”

Thetask forcewill bring their
recommendationsto the GA in June. Their
final report is posted at www.pcusa.org/

peaceunitypurity/.

Middle East divestment

Divestment from companiesdoing
businessin Israel was not on the average
Presbyterian’s radar screen going into the
2004 GA. Coming out, it wasone of the
hottest issues of the 216" GA. Some
commissionerswere asking, “Wherewas|
when we took that vote?’” Nevertheless, it
isalegacy of that Assembly, and it will be
back at the217™"inBirmingham. General
Assembly officesare at work deciding
which companieswill beaffected.

Thereis at least one overture asking
for reversal of the action taken in 2004.

More to come

Other issues already are be-
ginning to surface for the 2006
GA. To stay abreast of the issues
as they develop, consult
Presbyweb.com or the websites
of various renewal organizations
such as Presbycoalition.org,
L ayman.org, PFRenewal.org, and
PPL.org. You can make a differ-
ence. Consider the possibilities
on page 10 of this newdetter.
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Pro-Life 101: There's really only one question

Scott Klusendorf, Director of Bio-Ethics for an organization called Stand to Reason, has written a little book

called Pro-Life 101: A Step-By-Step Guide to Making Your Case Persuasively.

The argument

Pro-Life 101 beginswith alogical
delineation of the heart of the matter.
Klusendorf explains that thereis only one
guestion, not many.

Thepro-lifeargument isthat elective
abortion takes the life of a defenseless
human being. The rationale for that
argument is clear and to the point:

1. Intentionally killing aninnocent
human being isamoral wrong.

2. Elective abortion istheintentional
killing of an innocent human being.

3. Therefore, elective abortionisa
moral wrong.

If therationaleiscorrect, elective
abortion iswrong. If, however, abortion
does not take the life of an innocent
human being, it requiresno morejustifica-
tion than having your tooth pulled.

Most arguments sidestep the
centralissue

The book argues that “choice’
arguments ignore the most basic—and
most important—consideration in deciding
themorality of abortion. Choice, privacy,
bodily rights, and back-alley abortions
side-step the central issue. Klusendorf
illustrates the point with alittle dialogue.

An example of dialogue that gets
to the heart of the matter

“Abortion Advocate: Abortionisaprivate
choice between awoman and her doctor.
Pro-Lifer: Doweallow parentsto abuse
their childrenif donein private?

“ Abortion Advocate: Of coursenot.
Those children are human beings.
Pro-Lifer: Thentheissueisn't privacy.
It's, What is the unborn?

“ Abortion Advocate: But many poor
women cannot afford to raise another
child.

Pro-Lifer: When human beings get
expensive, may wekill them?

“Abortion Advocate: Well, no, but
aborting afetusis not the same askilling
a person.

Pro-Lifer: So, onceagain, theissueis,
What is the unborn? Is the fetus the same
as a person?

“Abortion Advocate: Butyou' rebeingtoo
simplistic. Thisisavery complex issue
involving women who must make
agonizing decisions.

Pro-Lifer: The decision may be psycho-
logically complex for themother, but
morally itisnot complex at al. When
black people are mistreated in acertain
society, do we spin atale about complex,
agonizing decisions for the white people
in power or do we condemn the evil of
racism?

“Abortion Advocate: Abortingafetus
that is not a person is one thing, discrimi-
nating against a black person is quite
another.

Pro-Lifer: Sowe' reagreed: If abortion
kills a defensel ess human being, then the
issuewouldn’t becomplex at al. The
guestion is, What is the unborn?

“ Abortion Advocate: Enoughwithyour
abstract philosophy. Let’stalk about real
life. Do you really think awoman should
be forced to bring an unwanted child into
theworld?

Pro-Lifer: The homelessare unwanted,
may wekill them?

“ Abortion Advocate: Butit’ snotthesame.
Pro-Lifer: That'stheissue, isn’tit? Are
they the same? If the unborn are human
likethe homel ess, then we can’t kill them
to get them out of the way. We' re back to
my first question, What is the unborn?

“Abortion Advocate: Butyoustill
shouldn'’t force your morality on women.
Pro-Lifer: Youdon'trealy believewhat
you just said, do you? You'd fedl very
comfortableforcing your morality ona
mother who was physically abusing her
two-year-old, right?

“ Abortion Advocate: Butthetwo cases
are not the same.
Pro-Lifer: Oh? Why isthat?

“Abortion Advocate: Becauseyou're
assuming the unborn are human, like
toddlers.

Pro-Lifer: Andyou’'re assuming they’'re
not. So theissueisquitesimple, isn't it?
It's not about forcing morality; it’ s not
about privacy; it's not about economic
hardship; it's not about unwantedness;
it'sjust one question: What is the
unborn?’

The material used hereis by permission of
Sand to Reason, Sgnal Hill, CA. Toget a
copy of the book or for more information,
contact themat www.str.org.

he offspring of believersisborn haly,

because their children, while yet in the
womb...are included in the covenant of
eternal life...Nor are they admitted into the
Church by baptism on any other ground
than that they belonged to the body of Christ

before they were born.”

» John Calvin[Antidoteto Council of Trent], Tractsl11:275
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Christian Faith and the issues of life: Life issues considered in
the context of the Apostles' Creed

by Terry Schlossberg

“1 believe in the Holy Ghogst”

John Calvin wrote that in The Apostles’ Creed “the whole history of our faith is summed up...succinctly
and in definite order, and that it contains nothing that is not vouched for by genuine testimonies of
Scripture.” One source calls our attention to the personal nature of the Creed. It is not simply a “cold
summary of doctrine”; it has the quality of a catechism, answering basic questions of what the
Christian believes about God, about Jesus, about the Holy Spirit, and about the Church. Furthermore,
we have argued in this series that the Apostles’ Creed is a concise way of showing that Christian Faith
applies to abortion and to the other critical moral issues of life and death in our society today.

The Trinity completed:
Prelude to the church

The Creed hasnow moved tothe
third person of the Trinity. The
Trinitarian structure of the Creed is
completed. When the Heidelberg
Catechism comesto thisthird part, it
emphasizestheroleof theHoly Spirit
in believers sanctification (Book of
Confessions, 4.024). Karl Barth says
that thewholeof the Creedisabout us |
(TheFaith of the Church: ACommen-
taryontheApostles’ Creed). Itaffirms
God'swork in and for us. It is a compact
summary of God's action in the creation,
the redemption, and the fitting of human
beingsfor hiskingdom.

The Apostles' Creed tells us nothing
about the Holy Spirit. We must turn to
other confessional documents. The
Nicene Creed, for example, allowsusto
declare something about the Holy Spirit:
Heis"theLord, thegiver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.” (See also,

The Westminster Confession of Faith,
6.051-.054)

Thereisaflow tothisCreed that is
similar tothe Nicene. Christians speak of
the three Persons of the Trinity, and even
commonly refer to the“firgt,” “ second,” or
“third” person, following the Creeds’ order.
Luke Timothy Johnson, in hisbook The
Creed, draws our attention to the place-
ment of the Holy Spirit inthese creeds. Itis
no accident that the Spiritimmediately
precedes reference to the Church. Heisthe
tie between the Son and his Church.

Karl Barth explainsthat the Holy
Spirit iswhat makesthe Church some-
thing other than another human institu-
tion. Itisthe Holy Spirit who makesthe

Church Christ’sown Bride, and empowers
the Church to be the visible presence of
Christintheworld.

The intimacy of God with the
human race

Our purpose here is not to be
exhaustive of what can be known of the
Holy Spirit, but rather to show how
deeply involved with us heis and how
important he isto the Church’slifein
Christ and to our thinking and actions on
the issues of life and death.

Just asthe Father made himself visible
to usin his Son, so aso the Father and the
Son continuein relationship with usin the
Holy Spirit. Jesustold usthat he would be
with us dways, even to the end of the
world (Matt. 28:20). Then heleft and sat
down at theright hand of God. Thisisa
biblical paradox: Jesus gone, yet present.

But Jesus told us that unless he left,
the Holy Spirit would not come. And then
he promised a Spirit of God that would be
more empowering than his own human
presence. Hewould lead usinto the Truth;
he would convict the world of sin; he
would enable believersto do more than
Jesusdidin hisearthly walk (Cf John 14).

Y et the Holy Spirit wasnot simply a
New Testament promise and his appear-

ance did not only follow the departure
of Jesus. John Calvin says that the
Holy Spirit tended the “confused
mass’ that existed before Creation.
The Spirit “ everywhere diffused,
sustains all things, causes them to
grow, and quickens them in heaven
and in earth...in transfusing into all
things his energy, and breathing into
them essence, life, and movement....”
He has been from everlasting and will
be to everlasting.

The Holy Spirit spoke through the
prophets. Hereisan affirmation crucia to
our belief in the veracity of Scriptureon
the one hand, and to our confidence that
the Spirit isfaithful to that Word in our
day. Calvin namesthe Holy Spirit asthe
Author of Scripture. The Westminster
Confession notes the necessity of the
Spirit’ sinward illuminationfor ustogaina
saving understanding of the Scripture,
and affirms the compl eteness of Scripture
in declaring “no new revelations of the
Spirit (Book of Confessions, 6.006).”
Calvin sayswe can judge spirits by their
faithfulness to God' s Word because the
Holy Spirit “ cannot vary or differ from
himself.” Thisview of therelationshipis
constant in our confessions and is a
hallmark of Reformed Faith.

Perhapsit isin the Confessions
teaching on “effectud caling” that we see
most concisely and summarily thework of
the Holy Spirit in saving us from ourselves.
The Westminster (6.064f) saysthat God's
Word and Spirit enlighten our mindsto
understand the things of God, renew our
wills, set our commitmentstoward what is
good, drawing usto Christ. By the power of
thisHoly Spiritlivinginus, weare*“more
and more quickened and strengthened, in all
saving graces, to the practice of true

continued on page 6
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continued from page 5

The Apostles' Creed and abortion

holiness, without which no man
shall seethel ord.” (Heb. 12:14)

TheHoly Spiritisour Hel per.
John callshimthe Paraclete, the
onewhowalksbesideusto help
usall our liveslong. HeistheOne
who travels with us, guiding us
into the truth when our own na-
turesresistit; heisthe Onewho
enables us to choose the good
when our own natures want to
choose the course of least resis-
tance; he is the One who forgives and re-
stores us when we fail out of ignorance or
evendefiance, whenwefindinhisgracethe
power to repent.

The Lord and Giver of Life

We often speak of God as the Creator
and Sustainer of life. Thisisnot an
abstract theological notion. The Scripture
teaches that God not only was involved
in Creation in Genesis 1, but also contin-
ues to be involved with hisworld.
Couples who try and succeed or try and
fail to conceive children are evidence that
every human lifeisagift from God.
Scriptureteachesthat God isintimately
involved in creating every new human life
in hisown image. Thomas Torrance
reminds us that Jesus became one of us,
not in the account of Luke 2, but rather in
Luke 1 wherethe angel’ s prophecy is
fulfilled and Jesusis conceived by the
power of theHoly Ghost. If God with-
drawshis Spirit from us, wedie. Weare
enlivened physically and spiritually only
as agift of God's grace and through the
work of hisSpiritinus.

Each of usbelongsfirst to God. The
Holy SpiritistheLord of life. Tothink we
are our own isan idea contrary to our
identity in Christ. We know better.

The One who sanctifies us
Thereisan old Enlightenment idea
that says, “Every day in every way we're
getting better and better.” There's no
basisin the natural world for believing
that statement. But the Holy Spirit’srole
in our lives, as the confession says, isto
help us love sin less and less, and more
and more desire to be obedient to God' s
will (Cf Book of Confessions6.075). We
are not able to better ourselvesin any
way that has eternal significance. But the
Holy Spirit is constantly at work in us

“God'sHoly Spirit can enableusto
believe and live so that no unborn baby's
lifeisthreatened by what the Church
saysor does, o that those babiesand
their familiesarewel comed and cared for
by the Church.”

withthegoal of making usmorelike Christ.
Scripture admonishes us to seek that daily
renewal and progress toward becoming
likeChrist.

At the heart of the biblical ideais that
we can know what istrue and right, and we
can do it. With the power of the Holy Spirit
in us, we can overcome our natural
aversion to doing the right thing instead of
our own thing. John Calvin writes on this
subject asif he has been watching us. He
says in the Institutes that we humans
rarely object toamoral principleifitis
stated in general terms. The objections are
made when the principleisappliedto a
particular case. “ Theadulterer will
condemn adultery in general, but will
privately flatter himself in hisown adul-
tery.” (11.11.23)

The Holy Spirit has atough assign-
ment in keeping us from falling, but he has
the power to do it. The circumstances that
seem overwhelming to us are not over-
whelmingto God. Thereisabiblical
promisethat God isworking out hisown
good purposes in the lives of all those
who love him. The long journey of Joseph
in Genesisisagood biblical example of the
rough road that promise of God can take
and the tests of faith that accompany what
God isdoing in us. But he meansto fit us
for hiskingdom.

Beingfitwill meanGod' sHoly Spirit
has enabled usto reject the idea or opportu-
nity to abort achild. Or it means he has not
left usbrokenin guilt and sorrow after
abortion, but has forgiven and restored us,
enlivened us, given us hope, and continued
to work out his good purposesin us.

The One who dwells in us—his temple
Thisbiblical ideathat God livesin us
speaks not only to his power and pres-
ence alivein us, but also to our part of the
relationship. Calvin quotes Augustine:

If we are bidden to make a
temple for the Spirit out of wood
and stone, because this honor is
due to God alone, such a com-
mand would be a clear proof of
the spirit’s divinity. Now, then,
how much clearer isit that we
ought not to make a temple for
him, but ought ourselves to be
that temple? And the apostle
himself sometimes writes that ‘we
are God' stemple’ [1 Cor. 3:16-
17; 2 Cor 6:16], at other times, in the
same sense, the temple of the Holy Spirit”
[1Cor. 6:19].

Augustine is citing Paul. “ Shun
immorality,” Paul says. "Don’t you know
your body isatemple of the Holy Spirit—
and that you are not your own?" (1 Cor.
6:18,19) Hisargument isthat we have been
purchased by Christ at the cost of his
blood. His words ought to get our
attention. They are among the most
counter-cultural words of our time. They
are exactly opposite the idea of autonomy.
They tell uswe are accountable to God for
our bodies and the decisions we make
about our bodies.

TheHoly Spiritisnot only the link
between Christ and his Church. Healso is
the link between us and our unborn
children. He is the One who creates and
fashions those children. He is the same
One who will help us avoid the deaths of
those little ones. And he isthe same One
who will resurrect the lives of those who
have fallen by taking the life of an unborn
child or by encouraging someone else to
do that. The whole Church today isin
need of this resurrecting power.

Raobert Munger wrote alittle book
called My Heart, Christ’ sHome. The
thrust of the book is to encourage
believersto ask God' sindwelling Spirit to
examine and clean up every aspect of our
lives so that we become morefit vessels
for hispresence. God' sHoly Spirit can
enable us to believe and live so that no
unborn baby’ s life is threatened by what
the Church says or does, so that those
babiesand their familiesarewelcomed and
cared for by the Church.

Terry Schlossberg is the executive director of The
Presbyterian Coalition and an elder at The National
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C.
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Still Birth

by Charles Partee

Being ong, | liketo defend ministers
whenever and wherever possible. Our
“too too solid flesh” is subject to
considerablefrailty, but in a Presbyterian
pulpit thereislittle excuse for blatant and
pompous stupidity.

Listening to a Christmas sermon our
family learned apainful lessoninthe
hermeneutics of suspicion. Thetext was
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, says
your God” (Isaiah 40:1). According to the
preacher, God isamighty fortressand
this verse encourages God's people to
“cometo thefort!” By then our first son
had some awareness of etymology, and
began serious squirming until he could
check whether the word “comfort” had
anything to do with “coming to the fort.”

Most pastors see their role as
comforting the afflicted and afflicting the
comfortable. The Presbyterian Church
(USA) haslots of both so thereis plenty
to do. Amid the myriad tragedies of our
lives, weall need real comfort.

Surely among the most gut-wrench-
ing, heartbreaking eventsin a pastor’slife
isthefirst visit to awoman whaose baby
was stillborn. The happy miracle of birth
often reminds us that terrible tragedy is
never far away and this earth is not our
final home.

In my third month of seminary my
home pastor learned that the daughter of
acollege friend had just lost her baby in
the city where my divinity school was
located. When my pastor telephoned, |
am certain it never occurred to him to ask
meto call on the grief-stricken couple.
They needed aredl, tried and true minister
of the gospel—not afirst year seminarian
scared out of hiswits by self doubt and
vicarious pain.

| was regquested to ask one of my
seminary professorsto call on the young
wife and husband. For this servicel
recoghized there would be no honorarium.
Moreover, some of the professors’
teaching pastors had never themselves
been pastors. Some professors exuded
such an aura of busy importance that |

could not imagine asking them to include

on their agendawhat might be only God's

order of the day. Some were so sharply
academic that | could not envision them
as other than helplessin a hospital room
with awoman who was expecting for nine
months and had been denied motherhood
on the last day.

The one professor | felt confident in
asking to call wasaman lightly esteemed
in the seminary community and whose
theological position | strongly rejected.
Within the hour he was at her bedside in
the hospital. That day | learned the
profound truth that when people are
hurting they do not care what their
pastors know. At that moment they need
to know that their pastors care.

Inlater years| never had any trouble
weeping with those who weep nor
rejoi cing with those who rejoice (Romans
12:15). Theformer wasespecially easy. It
issimply not true that men and boys
don’t cry. For that reason, | really
appreciated the bracing comment of a
colleague who observed to me, “You
cannot comfort anyone when you are
slobbering all over them.”

o 4

Not long ago | stood in the rain with
ayoung couple beside atiny hole in the
ground that would soon contain their
baby’ s body. With the heavens above us
weeping, | hoped to God | wasnow areal
minister exactly likethereverend profes-
sor whose theological views| still
oppose.

Charles Parteeis P.C. Rossin Professor of
Church History at Pittsburgh Theol ogical
Seminary. Most of hisscholarly writing
concer nsthe theol ogy of John Calvin.

orgive them all, O Lord: our sins of omission and

our sins of commission; the sins of our youth and the sins

of our riper years; the sins of our bodies and the sins of

our souls; our secret and our open sins; our sins of

ignorance and our sins of presumption; the sins we have

striven to hide from others and the sins by which we have

led others to sin; forgive them, O Lord, forgive them all

for his sake, who died for our sins and rose for our

justification, who now stands at your right hand to make

intercession for us, even Jesus Christ our Lord.

» JohnWesley
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Abortion: The data is encouraging, but keep your eye

on the numbers...

...and remember the importance of the moral voice of the church

Abortions are down in the U.S. and
there is areported downward trend since
the 1980s. Though the trend is encourag-
ing, the numbers of abortion continue at a
ratewell in excessof onemillion per year.
Today, more than one out of every five
babies conceived in the U.S. is aborted.

The numbers continue to exceed
one million per year

At thiswriting, abortionisin the
news almost every day. Because the
nation is facing changesin the make up of
the Supreme Court, advocates on both
sidesarecrying for adeclaration from
nominees on where they stand on the
matter of Roev. Wade.

In the midst of thiscry for aposition,
the Washington Post reported, once
again, in July that abortions are declin-
ing. The Alan Guttmacher I nstitute,
described as the research arm of Planned

Parenthood, reportsthat for every 1,000
pregnanciesin 2002 that did not result in
miscarriage, therewere 242 abortions. In
2000thefigurewas245andin1990it was
280. Thevarianceis not great, but the
trend isin the right direction.

Why the decline in numbers?

Reasons for the decline are specula-
tive, but the polls show amarked increase
in pro-life views among youth and adecline
insexua activity among teenage males.
The Post article includes pregnancy clinics
(pro-life pregnancy care centers now
outnumber abortion clinics) and absti-
nence programs. These alignments may
be more moral than political. The numbers
have been declining in both Democratic
and Republican administrations.

Who has abortions?

Those who have abortions tend to be
predominantly non-white, teenagersor in
their early twenties. Twenty-five percent
of abortions are among unmarried women.

The culture needs the moral voice
of the church

The decline is encouraging but the
numbers continue to be high. There
remains a great need for the church’s
voice encouraging sexual morality and the
preservation of human life—in all quarters
of the church. It is the application of the
Gospel of our Lord to theway welive.
And it can change a culture.

How you can make a difference

Important things you can do right now:

« Send an overturetochangethe
denomination'sposition onabortion.
PPL has overture suggestions and can help you
through the overture process.

 Affect the election of G.A. commissioners from
your presbytery. Get involved in the nominating

process. Y our commissioners are critical to the outcome
and you have aright to know their convictions.

« Stay informed. Follow the PPL website at
www.ppl.org. Subscribe to presbyweb.com for up-to-date
information on devel opmentsinthedenomination.

Attend the Coalition’ s Gathering I X in Orlando.

(seewww. presbycoalition.com for information)

» Teach God's value for life in your church. PPL has

resources to help.

 Start a chapter of PPL in your church or presbytery.

e Start a ministry for those who suffer from the effects

of abortion decisions.

Contact PPL. We have resourcesto help!

continued from page 9

End of life counsel

We must guard our souls against
decisionsaimed at the complexities of our
own lives rather than the needs of our
“neighbor.” We must be careful to avoid
becoming the priest or the Levite of the
parable: unwilling to take on the “ burden”
of another’ sinfirmity. Or deciding that the
needsof elderly family membersare
diminishing our own quality of life.

Our need for the church's ministry

Christians do not hold that preserva-
tion of lifeisthe highest good, that every
life must be prolonged as long as possible
and at whatever cost. Judgments must be
made. They are being made every day:
but not all with aclear conscience before
God. Thisis an areawhere pastors can
minister by preaching and teaching. We
need to hear more from the pul pit that will
give godly guidance to the decisions of
families.

And we must not neglect the ministry
of help. Church memberswant to make
decisions that please God. They need the
believing community’ s prayer support
and tangible acts of ministry to do that.

Presbyterians Pro-Life NEWS, Fall 2005



Pastoral counsel on the end of life

Making moral decisions at the end of life appears more complex than decisions regarding the
beginning of life. The end of life at least has its own set of complexities that test the wisdom of
families, medical professionals and pastors.

Often the complexities of individual situations can be reduced when the principles are clearly
established and placed in the context of what we know to be true.

Firstprinciples

There are some basic Scriptural
understandings that should govern every
Christian’ s approach to end of life
decisions. The overarching principleisto
begin with God and not with the circum-
stances. Theframework in which wecome
to theissuesis critically important to our
decisions. If weexaminethedifficulties of
the situation with the purposes of God
ever beforeus, we arelesslikely to errin
thejudgmentswewill haveto make.

1. God createseach of usin hisimage.
He has purpose and intent for each of us.
God knows us better than we know
ourselves. Heisfully aware of the
circumstances of our livesand isactivein
them. Ultimately, our livesand the
outcomes of our livesarein God’ s hands.

Further, God, though completely
trustworthy, also is unpredictable. People
are unpredictable. Conditionsare
unpredictable. The situations and turns of
events of individual lives can baffle even
the professionals. The person declared to
bein a*“persistent vegetative state (PV S)”
today may be an awake and conversant
person tomorrow. It happens.

2.God forbidsustokill theinnocent.
Jesus called himsdlf “The Way, the Truth,
andtheLife.” He said he cameto give us
abundant life. In contrast, Scripture teaches
that death isthe “last enemy,” that which
Jesuscameto destroy (1 Cor 15:26).

This understanding |eads us to seek
life and not death for each other. It helps
us draw distinctions between those who
areinjured and infirm but not dying, so
that no matter how we judge their
circumstanceswewill not act to bring
about the death of anyone.

3.God chargesustoloveour “ neighbor.”
The example Scripture givesisof theman
who was beaten and | eft on the road all
but dead (L uke 10). We are not told what
became of the man, whether he recovered
toliveanormal life or spent the remainder
of hislife suffering the effects of the

attack on him. The point of the parableis
to show what God expects of those who
follow the Savior. So welearn that “ good”
wasthat the Samaritan “took care of him,”
and that he spent his own resources in
the care of the man without asking about
theworth of thelife of the man.

Scripture tells us that whatever we do
to another human being, even “the least”
among us, we do to Jesus (Matt. 25:40).
Does that mean those who are mentally
handicapped? Those with dementia?
Those who are bedridden and unable to
communicateverbally?\Whom shall we
say is excepted?

Applying the principles

L utherantheological ethicist Gilbert
Meileander, in several of his recent
writings (See First Things, May 2005, pp.
17-21, for example) appliestheprinciples
to particular circumstances. We should
never aim at the death of any other human
being, he says. What we do should not
be done in order to end another person’s

life. He @l so has said that we may regard
some treatments as “ burdensome” or
“useless,” but ought never to regard
another human being in those terms.
Meileander counsels usto think in
the direction of life and not of deathin
our decision making. That meanswe
would avoid the temptation to believe
another person has such poor quality of
life that we ought to end his suffering by
hastening his death. Instead, we would
aim at decisions that enhance the per-
son’ slife. We might withhold or withdraw
treatments that provide no benefit or are
more burdensome than helpful, but we
would not withdraw or withhold care.

Our need to recognize temptation
Thismatter of caring for the least of

our brothers and sisters may be the crux

of the matter for many, if not most, of the

situationsweface. Our modern life makes

the ministry of presence-modeled by the

Good Samaritan—increasingly difficult.

continued on page 8

was violated

Writing in the journal First Things,
Robert T. Miller, assistant professor of law
attheVillanovaUniversity School of L aw,
explainsthat therewasno breach of law in
theTerri Schiavocase. Terri’ srightsunder
the law were not violated, he says. And
therein liesthe problem. Further, her case
wasexceptiona only inthepressandinthe
process attention she received. The fol-
lowingisMiller’ sconclusion.

“Lawsauthorizingaguardiantostarve
to death award are profoundly immoral,
even as applied to those who would have
wanted to die; we do not accommodate
suicides. But in hundreds of casesaround
the country every year, such laws are
enforced, and hundreds of peopledielike
Terri Schiavo. Theonly extraordinary thing
about the Schiavo caseisthat her parents

Terri Schiavo: Only a higher law

have done everything in their power to
prevent her death, with the result that
Schiavo hasreceived much moreprocess
and much more publicity than othersto
whomthesamething hashappened. One
commentator described the Schiavo case
asthe‘crimeof thecentury.’ Infactitis
abanal, run-of-the-mill crime of akind
that happens every day in the United
States.

“And for this, we cannot blame the
courts. Thefaultliesnotinour judgesbut
inourselves, for we have created asoci-
ety inwhichthelaw allowsthestrongand
healthy to determine that some of the
weak and infirm have lives not worth
living and then to kill them.”

«fromFirst Things, May 2005, p. 16
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From the President:

War and Peace: Thoughts about J. Gresham Machen

by Pastor Don Elliott

During my vacationin July |
resolved to read about J. Gresham
Machen. | have been ambivaent
about him. | viewed him as someone
who was orthodox, but led a
separatist movement, as a scholar but
intolerant of the thoughts of others, as
agiant in Presbyterian history but
asowith agiant ego.

My ambivalence about him led
to my avoiding him. Hiswasavoice
from theological battles of the past
that led to the starting of a new
denomination. | knew full well that
those theological battleswere still

raging, and how at warp speed.

Can war and peace co-exist?

In my ministry | have aways had
atension between “war and peace.” |
know that awar has been going on for
the truths of the gospel within the
PC(USA). At the sametime | redlize
that peaceismy experience and calling.
How can “war and peace’ reside
together? Aren't they mutually
exclusive? | had concluded that
Machen would not give any helpin
this tension.

But | have now read books both
about and by Machen, and | have
changed my mind. Y es, he was ortho-
dox, but he did not lead a separatist
movement as much ashewas dis-
missed from the denomination. Yes,
he was a scholar, but his apparent in-
tolerance of the thoughts of others was
only in faithfully standing for the basic
truths of the gospdl. Yes, hewasa
giant in Presbyterian history, but his
place in that history cannot be
disallowed by simplereferencesto his
temperament and personality. Machen
knew the balance of “war and peace.”

Paul showed how itis done

| found this balance expressed
best in his last sermon as a professor
at Princeton Theologica Seminary in

Miller Chapel on March 10, 1929, “The Good
Fight of Faith.” In it he expounded on the
ministry of the Apostle Paul, who was a
primary subject of Machen' s academic work.
In Paul, Machen found an apostle who was at
war and at peace at the sametime. How could
that be?

Machen observed that Paul was afighter
whose struggles were not just with the world
outside the church. Paul’s physical hardships
were not the chief battle in which he was
engaged. Hisgreatest battleswere against the
enemiesin hisown camp. He was threatened on
all sdeseither by an al-engulfing paganism on
the one hand, or on the other hand, by a
perverted Judaism that missed the real purpose
of the Old Testament law.

Machen knew from his studies of Paul
that there was something about the faith and the
church that necessarily called for warfare. And
he knew that God' s instruments in the great
triumphs of faith were not pacifists. He said
that those—both ancient and modern—who
have spent their time considering the conse-
quencesor looking for compromises, havelittle
affinity for Paul.

The heroes of faith were fighters

Thereal companions of Paul, hesaid, are
the great heroes of thefaith. And dl of them
truefighters: Tertullian against Marcion;
Athanasius against the Arians; Augustine
against Pelagius; Luther against kingsand
princes and popes for the liberty of the people
of God. Luther, Calvin, and Knox—and al the
rest who have valued truth more than their own
lives—are our own heroes of the Reformation.
It isimpossible to be atrue soldier of Jesus
Christ and not fight.

The easy way out of conflict

In this sermon to students, Machen
warned that, “If you decide to stand for Christ,
you will not have an easy life in the ministry.”
He also warned that we can al too easily find a
way out of the conflict. We can be loved for
preaching the Gospedl, if only we “vote against
that Gospel in the councils of the church the
next day.” Wemay believein supernatural
Christianity to our hearts' content “if [we] will
only act asthough [we] did not believeinit. A
man may believe what he pleases provided he
does not believe anything strongly enough to
risk hislifeonit and fight for it.”

Itis a battle of love

Machen also knew that fighting for the
faith could get out of balance. He warned about
having theright motive. Wedo not find courage
by lusting for conflict or by simply resolving to
fight. “For this battle is a battle of love; and
nothing ruinsaman’ sserviceinit somuch asa
spirit of hate,” he said.

Fighting a godly fight
Machen struggled with how to be godly in

the fight knowing that ungodliness was always
at the door in the midst of strife and contro-
versy. Theanswer, he said, lay inthe smple
paradox of Paul’slife.
Paul was a great fighter because he was at
peace. Hewho said, “ Fight the good fight
of faith,” spoke also of “ the peace of God
which passeth all understanding” ; andin
that peace the sinews of hiswar were
found. He fought against the enemiesthat
werewithout because he was at peace
within; therewasan inner sanctuaryin his
lifethat no enemy could disturb.

Peace is essential to godly war
Then Machen gave asclear agospel cdll as
| have ever read. When | redlized that hewas
preaching to seminary students and was simply
calling for apeace with God through faithin
Jesus Christ, | was struck with the connection
of experiencing the gospel with contending for
thegospel. War (fighting for thefaith) and
peace (being right with God) arereconciled.
Have you yoursdlves that peace, my
friends? If you have, you will not be
deceived by the propaganda of any didoyal
church. If you have the peace of God in
your hearts, you will never shrink from
controversy; you will never be afraid to
contend ear nestly for theFaith.

The cruelty of tolerance
Machen’s last words in that sermon
challengeustoday:

But God save you from such a neu-
trality (tolerance) asthat! It hasa certain
worldly appearance of urbanity and char-
ity. But how crue itisto burdened souls;
how heartlessitisto thoselittle oneswho
arelooking to the Church for some clear
message from God! God save you from
being so heartless and so unloving and so
cold! God grant, instead, that inall humil-
ity but alsoin all boldness, inreliance upon
God, you may fight the good fight of faith.
Peaceisindeed yours, the peace of God
which passeth all understanding. But that
peaceisgiven you, not that you may be on-
lookersor neutralsin love' s battle, but that
you may be good soldiers of Jesus Christ.
After reading thissermon, | imagined

hearingitin arenewal gatheringinthe PC(USA)
today where we livein the context of adenom-
ination where so many are pro-choice, pro-
multiple theologies, and pro- “anything goes’
sexuality; and | heard acall to “war and peace.”
| didn’t hear anything that was schismatic. |
didn’'t hear anything that was governed by
modern virtues of plurality, loyalty or toler-
ance. | heard acall that should be on the hearts
of al who claim biblical authority, godly morals,
and Reformed theology.

Don Elliottispastor of First Presbyterian
Church, Corinth, MSand President of PPL.
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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
materials available

PPL has Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
(SOHLS) materials available for use by churches.
SOHL Sisusually observed on the Sunday closest to
the anniversary of Roe v. Wade. However, PPL
materials are suitable for use at any time of the year.

PPL SOHLS materials focus on the wonder of
God's gift of each human life. Thisyear's packet
includesabulletin insert with Scripturesthat emphasize
God' s creation, call, and choosing of each one
of us. Theinsert contains alitany for
use during worship. We provide
amaster of the insert
that can be copied for
the number needed for
your congregation.

The SOHLS packet
also contains asample
sermon on the subject of life.

“Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake me,
O God, till I declare your power to the next generation.”

¢ Psalm 71:18

Pro-Life efforts in the church
need your support

These are troubled times in the Church. The
Presbyterian Church (USA) facesana most constant
temptation to lose her identity in Christ. The
PC(USA) Washington Officeissuesasteady stream
of advocacy against biblical marriage, against
abstinence for the unmarried and against any
restrictions on abortion.

Thisis not the biblical message. Thisis not the
historical message of the Christian Church.

Show your support for reform in the denomina
tion on the issues of life and death and sexudity:
Support the ministry of Presbyterians Pro-Life.

PPL isworkingfor change. Changeinthedenomi-
nation and change in peoples’ lives. We need your
partnership. Pleasegivegeneroudy. Investinreform-
ing the Churchthat your childrenwill inherit!

PPL News is available on audiotape. This is aresource designed particularly for our readers with limited vision. If you have a
friend or relative who is not reading the PPL News because of the ten point type, please make that person aware of this service

which is a gift from a faithful Presbyterian pastor in Pennsylvania.

Every Reader Response

Enclosed: My contributiontosupport PPL'swork $

Please send methefollowing resources:

A PureHearts! PureLives! packet

___ A*“God GivesUsLife Through Adoption” packet

A copy of “Abortion and the Medical Benefits Plan of the
Presbyterian Church (USA)”

___ PPL’s"“LifeSupport” prayer ministry

A samplepacket of PPL materials

____Information on starting alocal chapter of PPL

A catalogue of PPL resources

A sanctityof HumanLifeSunday packet

“Do not be dismayed by them, lest | dismay you before them” (Jeremiah 1:17)

Our church, named bel ow, wantstobecontacted towalk alongsidewomenin crisispregnancies.

Moreresources:

____ “Discovering Grace”: A resource packet for local ministry
(suggested contribution $9).

_____ThePPL adult curriculum video series: "Created, Loved,
and Called” (suggested contribution $59/VHS; $25/DV D)

A copy of Not My Own: Abortion and the Marks of the
Church, by Terry Schlossberg and Elizabeth Achtemeier
(suggested contribution $10)

____ Videotapeof PPL 2004 G.A. event, featuring Frederica
Mathewes-Green and Tara Winter (suggested contrib. $20)

Name

Church and location

Street Address

City State Zip

Daytime phone

Email address

Pleasereturn to PPL, 3942 Middle Rd., Allison Park, PA 15101. PPL isa 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization of members of the PC(USA).
A financial statement is available from PPL upon written request
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Woman to Woman:

by Marie Bowen

Rrrrr! Singers work very hard to develop arolled “R” sound. In voice lessons, my first
efforts were pitiful. Later, when crawling on the floor with my first son playing "trucks and

"R" words

tractors," | developed a great “Vrrrrroom and Rrrrrrrrrrr”!

Roots

Lately I've been thinking about
wordsthat begin with “R.” Words like
roots. I'magardener. | know itisfutileto
pull weeds in hot dry weather when the
earth issun-baked and hard. Pulling will
simply break off the stem and leave the
root embedded. When rain comes, it will
grow again. Such weeds are deeply
anchored and pulling won’t remove them.
They must be dug with a hoe or spade.

The roots of sin can belike that:
stubborn and persistent. Eve's sin was
threefold. Shebelieved aliethat was
completely contrary to what God had
spoken to her and Adam. Shedid not
trust in the essential goodness of God.
Shechosetodisobey God' srule.

In the PC(USA) we have sinned with
regard to abortion. The 1992 abortion
policy leadswomento believealie: that
abortion “ can beamorally acceptable...
decision.” The policy is contrary to the
whole teaching of scripture regarding the
ownership and value of human life.
Rights

Our church tellsawoman that we can
offer no guidance to her; she aloneis
responsible to make this choice. We
affirm her right to control her own lifeand
weintimate that any decision she makes
isgood. The policy omits any reference to
God’ s power to move positively in her

situation, to change circumstances, or to
bring good into her life through a child.
PC(USA) abortion policy failstoencour -
agewomen totrust the essential good-
ness and power of God to transform,
redeem, and restoretheir lives!
Rules

Once awoman believes abortionis
an acceptable choice and that God is

“...We need to confess our guilt
in the complicity of abortion,
return to the cross and

throw ourselves at the feet

of a merciful God”

powerless to help redeem her situation
she may well reason that choosing
abortion will allow her to return to her
own plansand reinstate her former life-
style. She knows the commandment,
“Thou shalt not kill,” and yet the church
tells her abortion is acceptable. It's her
right to take ownership over thelife of
the fetus and choose to destroy that life.
Ignore God'srule! Assert your rights!
“Surely youwill not diel” Theliecon-
ceives and brings forth sin.
Repentance

It is not just the woman who has
sinned. The PC(USA) hassinned inits
abortion policy. Weneed anew “R”

word: repen-
tance! We
haveall
sinned. | have
believedlies,
failed to trust God and broken hisrules. |
need to repent...often! The PC(USA)
needs corporate repentance. As a
denomination we need to confess our
guilt inthe complicity of abortion, return
to the cross and throw ourselves at the
feet of amerciful God. Throughout
scripture, repentance always turns God' s
heart from judgment to restoration. We
need restoration inthe PC(USA)!

Wewho call ourselves pro-lifeand
work to change the policy of our denomi-
nation may think we are justified by our
protest, but | believe God callsusto
identify with the sin of our church, to
intercede, mourn and repent on her
behalf. As Jesus wept over Jerusalem,
let’ sweep for his church.

Special "R" words for Terry

For 18 years, Terry Schlossberg has
workedtirel essly asExecutiveDirector of
Presbyterians Pro-Life. She has been a
clear and consistent voicefor truth in the
church. Wewiill truly missher |eadership.

Terry, Rest, relax and rejoice in the
work of your hands! May God grant you
arich reward for your good labor.

PresbyteriansPro-Life
Research, Education, and Care, Inc.
3942 Middle Road

Allison Park, PA 15101
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